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The following maps outline the Common Core Standards for grade two English Language Arts determined by the State Standards 
Initiative.  Below is a list of assessment tools that are recommended for tracking student progress in these areas. In addition, resources 
that can be used in conjunction with instruction of these standards are provided but not limited to the list below.   
 
Assessment:  
Reading Literature and Informational Text   Writing and Language     Foundational Skills  
End of story tests (multiple choice, open ended)  Journal Entries     Running records 
End of Unit/Theme Assessments    Writing Process Pieces    Spelling Tests/Dictations 
End of Book Activities      End of Book Activities     Sorting activities  
Running Records       Persuasive: Writing a letter    Building words  
Book reports        Narrative: Story Writing  
Written activities i.e. graphic organizers   Expository: "How-to"  
Sequencing activities      Book reports  
Read alouds       Proofreading Editing 
Researching sources      Written activities i.e. graphic organizers 
Comprehension: illustrations, sentences   Writing samples 
          
Resources: 
Graphic Organizers  Sequencing cards Writers checklist  
Chart Paper  Leveled readers Letter manipulatives 
Student Journals Sentence strips Audio books 
Center Games  Word rings  Classroom library  
Flannel Boards Proofreading chart Retelling props  
 
References:  
http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards/writing/grade-2/ 
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
Common Core Exemplars: http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
               
Websites: 
www.spellingcity.com 
www.brainpopjr.com  www.tumblebooks.com 
www.starfall.com  http://www.storylineonline.net 
www.studyisland.com  www.scholastic.com 
www.readwritethink.org www.puzzlemaker.com 
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Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1 

Reading Standards for Literature  
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support an interpretation?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Standard: RL.1.1 

Vocabulary: key details, discussion 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

1. Ask and answer 
questions about key details 
in a text. 
 

 Answer and develop 
questions about key details 
in the text  

 Participate actively and 
appropriately in 
discussions about literary 
text.  
 
 

 Ask questions during and after a 
reading 

 Model how to use key details to 
support answers  

 Provide opportunities for students to 
answer questions 
 

Students (with prompting and 
support from the teacher) when 
listening to Laura Ingalls Wilder’s 
Little House in the Big Woods ask 
questions about the events that 
occur (such as the encounter with 
the bear) and answer by offering 
key details drawn from the text.  
 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the message the author is trying to convey?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                  

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

Standard: RL.1.2 

Vocabulary: summarize, key details, central message, lesson  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

2. Retell stories, including 
key details, and 
demonstrate understanding 
of their central message or 
lesson. 
 

 Summarize events of a 
story including key details  

 Determine the author’s 
central message or lesson  

 Have students retell story in a 
logical sequence (i.e. flannel board, 
role play) 

 Model how to determine the author’s 
central message or lesson  

Students retell Arnold Lobel’s Frog 
and Toad Together while 
demonstrating their understanding 
of a central message or lesson of 
the story (e.g., how friends are 
able to solve problems together, 
or how hard work pays off).  
 

 



 

Essential Question(s): How do readers determine how characters, events and ideas develop and interact?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Standard: RL.1.3 

Vocabulary: characters, settings, events, key details, illustrations 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

3. Describe characters, 
settings, and major events 
in a story, using key details. 
 
 

 Identify the elements in a 
story, including characters 
and the setting 

 Describe characters, 
settings, and major events 
using key details  

 Create illustrations to 
depict characters, settings, 
and major story events  
 

 Teach story elements through guided 
questions  

 Use graphic organizers to teach story 
elements (i.e. story map/web) 

 Use illustrations within text for questioning 
 

After listening to L. Frank 
Baum’s The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz, students 
describe the characters of 
Dorothy, Auntie Em, and 
Uncle Henry, the setting 
of Kansan prairie, and 
major events such as the 
arrival of the cyclone.  
 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers interpret the author’s use of language?    

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

Standard: RL.1.4 

Vocabulary: feelings, senses, illustrations, role play, poems 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

4. Identify words and 
phrases in stories or poems 
that suggest feelings or 
appeal to the senses. 
 
 

 Use text to identify words 
that show feelings and 
appeal to the senses  

 Review feelings: 
- Use book about feelings (i.e. My Many 

Colored Days by. Dr. Seuss)  
- Role play to convey emotions 
- “Today I feel…”  

 Teach how feelings can be presented in the 
text  

 Model how to identify emotion/sense words 
in the text 
 

Students identify words 
and phrases within Molly 
Bang’s The Paper Crane 
that appeal to the senses 
and suggest the feelings 
of happiness experienced 
by the author of the 
restaurant (e.g., clapped, 
played, loved, overjoyed).  
 

 



 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use text structure to understand meaning?   

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Standard: RL.1.5 

Vocabulary: fiction, non-fiction, similarities, differences  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

5. Explain major differences 
between books that tell 
stories and books that give 
information, drawing on a 
wide reading of a range of 
text types. 

 

 Listen to, read, and 
discuss a variety of literary 
texts, both fiction and 
nonfiction.  

 Identify similarities and 
differences between fiction 
and nonfiction texts.  
 

 Teach the characteristics of fiction and non-
fiction (provide examples)  
- “Could this story really happen, why or 

why not?” 

 Use graphic organizers to compare fiction 
and non-fiction (I.e. Venn-Diagram, T-Chart)  

 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                 

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Standard: RL.1.6 

Vocabulary: narrator 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

6. Identify who is telling the 
story at various points in a 
text. 
 

 Define the role of the 
narrator of a story.  

 Use knowledge of 
characters and story 
events to determine who is 
telling the story at various 
points in a text.  

 

 Teach the definition of a narrator (provide 
examples)  

 Ask questions to identify narrator  
- “Who is telling the story?” 

Students identify the 
points at which different 
characters are telling the 
story in the Finn Family 
Moomintroll by Tove 
Janson  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use illustrations to understand the text?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words.* 

Standard: RL.1.7 

Vocabulary: illustration, character, setting, events 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

7. Use illustrations and details 
in a story to describe its 
characters, setting, or events. 
 

 Explain the connection 
between the 
illustrations and words 
in a story 

 Use illustrations and 
details to describe 
characters, settings, or 
events 

 Create drawings or 
other visual displays to 
describe characters, 
settings, or events 

  

 Using illustrations from text, have students 
list words to describe characters, settings, 
and events 

 Model how to create illustrations to describe 
character, settings, and events  

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Standard: RL.1.8 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

(Not applicable to literature)     

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between texts?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 

Standard: RL.1.9 

Vocabulary: compare, contrast, adventure, experience, characters 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

9. Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in stories. 
 

 Identify characters and 
events in stories 

 Compare and contrast 
the adventures of 
characters  

 
 

 

 Ask questions to compare and contrast the 
experiences of characters in stories  
- “How are the adventures of these 

characters the same or different?   

 Use a graphic organizer (i.e. Venn-Diagram, T-
Chart)  
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use comprehension strategies to improve understanding of text? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                 

Reading Literature  

CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Standard: RL.1.10 

Vocabulary: N/A 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

10. With prompting and 
support, read prose and 
poetry of appropriate 
complexity for grade 1. 

 Read a variety of genres 

 Read literature varying in 
complexity 

 Expose students to a variety of genres 

 Expose students to literature varying in 
complexity  

 Scaffold reading and comprehension as 
needed 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1  
Reading Standards for Informational Text  

 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use text to support answers to questions?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text  

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Standard: RI. 1.1 

Vocabulary: highlight, nonfiction, key details, text 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

1. Ask and answer 
questions about key details 
in a text. 
 

 Use prior knowledge to 
make a connection 

 make predictions or ask 
questions  

 Support answers using text 
 
 

 Model how to highlight important facts and 
details (main idea) 

 Use graphic organizer (i.e. KWL chart) 

 Ask questions to check comprehension  
o Have students engage in conversations 

to retell details in the text  
o Have students describe what is directly 

stated in the text  
o Have students confirm predictions using 

details from the text  
 
 

 

After listening to Gail 
Gibbon’s Fire! Fire!, 
students ask questions 
about how firefighters 
respond to a fire and 
answer using key details 
from the text 
 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use key details from the text to support the main idea?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

Standard: RI. 1.2 

Vocabulary: main topic, key details, retell  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

2. Identify the main topic 
and retell key details of a 
text. 
 

 Identify the main topic 

 Identify key details 
 

 Model how to highlight or underline main idea 
and details 

 Use graphic organizers 

 Have students retell main topic and key 
details (i.e. charts, sequencing, etc.)  

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections between concepts in a text?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Key Ideas and Details 

Anchor Standard 3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 

Standard: RI. 1.3 

Vocabulary: connection, facts, characteristics, events 

Grade Specific 
Standard 

Skills Procedures and Examples  

3. Describe the 
connection between two 
individuals, events, 
ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. 
 

 Identify individuals, events, ideas, 
or facts and their characteristics  

 Retell two events, ideas, or pieces 
of information, or identify two 
individuals in a text.  

  Explain the relationship between 
two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information, (e.g., 
compare/ contrast, cause/effect).  

 Ask questions: (respond verbally or through 
illustrations)  
- Individuals: Why was Martin Luther King 

important? Why was Rosa Parks 
important? Is what they did the same?  

- Events: How was the first Thanksgiving 
celebrated? How do you celebrate 
Thanksgiving? How are they the same?  

 Use graphic organizer: feature analysis, 
Venn Diagrams 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers determine the meaning and use of content specific vocabulary?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, 
and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

Standard: RI. 1.4 

Vocabulary: context clues, vocabulary 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

4.  Ask and answer 
questions to help 
determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and 
phrases in a text. 

 Ask and answer questions 
about new words and 
phrases 

 Identify unfamiliar words and 
phrases.  

 Access prior knowledge and 
experiences to determine 
and clarify meaning of words 
and phrases in a text.  

 Use context clues to 
determine meaning 

 With prompting and support from the teacher, 
have students identify new words and phrases 
(“Does anyone see any new or interesting 
words?)  

 Create a reference chart with questions to ask 
when students encounter a new word or phrase 
(ex. Where have I heard this word before?)  

 Model using context clues to help students 
determine meaning 
o Think aloud- (“What does ______ mean?” “Are 

there words or pictures that can help me?”)  

 



 

Essential Question(s): How do readers use text features to locate information?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 5: Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, 
chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Standard: RI. 1.5 

Vocabulary: headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic menus, icons, key facts 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

5. Know and use various 
text features (e.g., 
headings, tables of 
contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to 
locate key facts or 
information in a text. 
 

 Identify text features to gather 
information  

 Determine the purpose of 
various text features.  

 Identify strategies (keywords, 
text features) to find information 
within a specific  text 

 Select and use the appropriate 
text feature for a given task or 
information need  

 Teach text features  

 Teach appropriate use of text features 
o Provide activities that reinforce 

appropriate use of text feature 

 Model strategies to locate key facts or 
information (ex. use picture walks to 
identify text features, examine table of 
contents) 

Students locate key facts 
or information in Claire 
Llewellyn’s Earthworms 
by using various text 
features (headings, table 
of contents, glossary) 
found in the text.  
 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers analyze point of view and/or purpose?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Craft and Structure 

Anchor Standard 6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

Standard: RI. 1..6 

Vocabulary: illustration, text, information, graph 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

6. Distinguish between 
information provided by 
pictures or other 
illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a 
text. 
 

 Identify how information is being 
presented in the selection (i.e. text, 
graphs, illustrations, etc)  

 Describe the pictures and other 
illustrations in a text and explain 
how they contribute to the 
meaning. 

 Compare and contrast information 
provided by pictures or other 
illustrations and the words in a text.  

 Discuss how illustrations support the 
information in the text 

 Have students answer questions using 
information from illustrations or text 

o  Have students explain why the 
source they chose was 
appropriate to answer the 
question  

 

 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use information from illustrations and text to demonstrate understanding?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words.* 

Standard: RI. 1.7 

Vocabulary: illustration, key ideas 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

7. Use the illustrations and 
details in a text to describe 
its key ideas. 
 

 Identify the key ideas in text 

 Explain how illustrations 
and details in a text support 
key ideas 
 

 Model how to identify the key ideas  

 Review the relationship between text and 
illustrations;  

 Ask questions regarding illustrations and 
details in a text to elicit key ideas 

Students use the 
illustrations along with 
textual details in Wendy 
Pfeffer’s From Seed to 
Pumpkin to describe the 
key idea of how a 
pumpkin grows.  
 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers determine and make meaning of the arguments/claims presented in a text?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

Standard: RI. 1.8 

Vocabulary: details, support, author’s point 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples Common Core Exemplar 

8. Identify the reasons an 
author gives to support 
points in a text. 
 

 Recall details from a text.  

 Identify key ideas and its 
supporting details in a text.  

 Identify details that support 
a specific point in a text.  

 

 Use graphic organizers (i.e. key idea/support 
details)  

 Have students sort details according to main 
idea  

 Have students list reasons that support the 
author’s point 
 

Students identify the 
reasons Clyde Robert 
Bulla gives in his book A 
Tree is a Plant in support 
of his point about the 
functions of roots in 
germination.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers make connections or determine differences and/or similarities among texts of the same topic?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                            

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the 
authors take. 

Standard: RI. 1.9 

Vocabulary: same, different ,compare, contrast, topics 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

9. Identify basic similarities 
in and differences between 
two texts on the same topic 
(e.g., in illustrations, 
descriptions, or 
procedures). 
 

 Identify the topic from each 
text 

 Determine similarities and 
differences between the 
two texts  

 Have students state the topic of each text 

 Use graphic organizers to list similarities and 
differences (i.e. Venn Diagram, T-Chart)   

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do readers understand information texts in all subject areas?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     

Reading Informational Text 

CCR Anchor Standard: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity  

Anchor Standard 10: Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

Standard: RI. 1.10 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

10.  With prompting and 
support read informational 
texts appropriately complex 
for grade 1. 
 

 Comprehend informational 
text at grade level 
proficiency 

 Expose students to a variety of grade level 
informational text  

 Scaffold reading and comprehension as 
needed 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1 
Foundational Skills  

 

Essential Question(s): How do readers/ writers distinguish features of a sentence? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Foundational Skills   

Area: Print Concepts  

Standard: RF. 1.1 

Vocabulary: capital letters, periods, question mark, exclamation mark, end marks 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print. 

a. Recognize the 

distinguishing features of a 

sentence (e.g., first word, 

capitalization, ending 

punctuation). 

 Identify the distinguishing features 
of a sentence 

 Recognize that sentences begin 
with capital letters 

 Recognize that sentences end 
with appropriate punctuation 

 Create sentences using capital 
letters and end punctuation 

 Revise sentences correcting for 
capital letters and end punctuation 

 

 Model examples of sentences  

 Model sentence structure 

 Have students create sentences using 
capitalization and ending punctuation 

 Demonstrate how to edit sentences - 
specifically correcting capitalization and 
ending punctuation 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers and writers apply phonics to decode words? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Foundational Skills   

Area: Phonological Awareness 

Standard: RF. 1.2 

Vocabulary: short vowel, long vowel, consonant blend,  pattern, beginning, middle, end 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

2.   2.Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

a. Distinguish long from short 
vowel sounds in spoken single-
syllable words. 

 Identify long and short vowel 
patterns 

            - Ex. Short CVC 
            - Ex. Long CVCe, or CVVC 

 Teach long and short vowel patterns 
            - Ex. Short CVC 
            - Ex. Long CVCe, or CVVC 

 Have students sort pictures of long and short 
vowels (1 vowel at a time) 

 Teach word families 
 

 

b. Orally produce single-syllable 
words by blending sounds 
(phonemes), including 
consonant blends. 

 Substitute phonemes to make new 
words (including beginning and 
ending consonant blends) 

 Have students use letter cards to make new 
single syllable words.   

 Have students use manipulatives to make 
new syllable words (i.e. lapboards) 

 

c. Isolate and pronounce initial, 
medial vowel, and final sounds 
(phonemes) in spoken single-
syllable words. 

 Identify the sounds (phonemes) 
heard in single-syllable spoken 
words.  

 Produce the sounds (phonemes) 
heard in single-syllable spoken 
words.  
 

 Model how to isolate phonemes 

 Have students isolate individual phonemes of 
words  
 

 

d. Segment spoken single-
syllable words into their 
complete sequence of individual 
sounds (phonemes). 

 Segment the sounds (phonemes) 

 Produce the sounds of single 
syllable words in their complete 
sequence  

 Have students tap fingers to physically help 
isolate phonemes/ sounds. 

 Model how to segment phonemes orally 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers apply phonics to decode words?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Foundational Skills   

Area: Phonics and Word Recognition  

Standard: RF. 1.3 

Vocabulary: sight words, digraph, vowel, pattern, syllable, chunk, root/ base word, word endings,  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

3.  Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

a. Know the spelling-sound 
correspondences for 
common consonant 
digraphs (two letters that 
represent one sound). 

 Identify digraphs and their 
sounds 
 
 

 Teach digraphs and their sound correspondence 

 Have students identify digraphs in class activities 
o Write digraphs with a different color during 

writing experience 
o Starfall.com activities on digraphs 

 

b. Decode regularly spelled 
one-syllable words 

 Identify individual sounds 
in one-syllable words 

 Teach CVC and CVCe words 

 Lead students in multisensory activities to help 
isolate sounds while decoding 

 

c. Know final -e and 
common vowel team 
conventions for 
representing long vowel 
sounds. 

 Identify all vowel teams 
and their sounds 

 Identify silent e 
 

 Have students use manipulatives to create new 
words (i.e. lapboards) 

 Have students match vowel teams to pictures 

 Teach CVCe words  

 Teach vowel teams (ex. ai, ay, oy, oi, oo, ae, ee, 
ea) 

 Create word wall of vowel teams 

 

d. Use knowledge that 
every syllable must have a 
vowel sound to determine 
the number of syllables in a 
printed word. 

 Isolate syllables  

 Recognize that syllables 
must have a vowel sound 

 Identify the number of 
syllables in a printed word 

 Model syllabication  

 Have students play syllable word games 

 Model isolation of syllables in a word  

 Model how to count syllables 

 

e. Decode two-syllable 
words following basic 
patterns by breaking the 
words into syllables. 

 Identify chunks in a word 

 Sound out parts of a word 
not known 

 Model finding smaller words within a word 

 Have students record new words in journal, book, 
personal word list or create class chart 

 

f. Read words with 
inflectional endings. 

 Identify words that have 
inflectional endings  

 Find root/ base word 

 Identify inflectional ending  

 Teach inflectional endings (-s, -es, ing, ed) 

 Use varying colors to highlight/ write inflectional 
endings 

 Have students write/ circle inflectional endings 

 

g. Recognize and read 
grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

 Read and write irregularly 
spelled words 

 Teach/ highlight irregularities in words 

 Display words on word wall 

 Use multisensory activities to teach irregularity 
words 

 

 



Essential Question(s):  How do readers read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Foundational Skills   

Area: Fluency  

Standard: RF. 1.4 

Vocabulary: fluency, accuracy, summarize, predict, back-up and reread, context clues, expression 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

1. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

a. Read grade-level text 
with purpose and 
understanding. 
 

 Employ reading strategies 
while reading 
independently and aloud 
- Pre-reading: prediction      

        making, setting a purpose 
           -  During reading: ask  

        questions, make  
        connections 
     -  After reading: summarize 

 Model strategies good readers use (i.e. 
questioning, re-reading, using context 
clues)  

 Practice a variety of reading formats: 
- student guided reading 
- peer reading 
- teacher read-aloud 

 

b. Read grade-level text 
orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and 
expression. 
 

 Read grade level text 
orally with:  
- Accuracy 
- Appropriate Rate 
- Expression 

 Model fluent reading with proper pacing, 
emphasis, and expression 

 Conduct running records and fluency tests 

 

c. Use context to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition 
and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 

 Use context clues when 
decoding and determining 
word meaning  

 Reread as necessary 

 Discuss strategies to confirm word 
recognition or self-correct miscues  
- Using context clues  
- Rereading 

 Model rereading to correct errors   
o "How can the other words in the sentence 

help us identify new words?"  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1 
Writing 

 
Essential Question(s): How do writers use valid evidence to support claims?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Writing   

CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 

Anchor Standard 1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

Standard: W.1.1 

Vocabulary: opinion, opening sentence, supporting detail, closing sentence, paragraph 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

1. Write opinion pieces in 
which they introduce the 
topic or name the book they 
are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for 
the opinion, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

 Write an opening sentence 
expressing personal 
opinion 

 Brainstorm reasons that 
support an opinion  

 Identify and write valid 
reasons 

 Write a closing sentence 

 Model how to write an opinion piece (using 
an opening sentence, reasons and closing 
sentence) 

 Use graphic organizer (i.e., KWL chart, 
pro/con list, Venn diagrams, web, opinions/ 
supporting evidence) 
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers explore topics and convey ideas?   

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                     

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 

Anchor Standard 2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the 
effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

Standard: W.1.2 

Vocabulary: web, brainstorm, fact, opening sentence, supporting details, closing sentence, paragraph 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

2.  Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts in which they name a 
topic, supply some facts 
about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

 Brainstorm topics 

 Sort and choose relevant 
info 

 Write opening sentence 
add supporting details 

 Write a closing sentence 

 Provide resources if needed 

 Use graphic organizers (i.e. web) 

 Model writing an informative/explanatory 
text (include opening statement, supporting 
details and closing sentence) 
 

 

 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers develop effective narratives?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Text Types and Purpose 

Anchor Standard 3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences. 

Standard: W.1.3 

Vocabulary: paragraph, narrative, events, sequence 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

3. Write narratives in which 
they recount two or more 
appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details 
regarding what happened, 
use temporal words to 
signal event order, and 
provide some sense of 
closure. 

 Identify elements of a narrative  

  Identify two or more events, 
including details  

 Tell about a series of events in 
a logical sequence using 
temporal words 

 Introduce temporal words 

 Use graphic organizers (i.e., pre-writing, 
story chart, conflict organizer) 

 Create a word wall (i.e. first, then, next, 
last) 

 Have students complete sequencing 
activities  

 Model effective beginnings and endings 
 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers create effective pieces of writing?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text  

Anchor Standard 4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. 

Standard: W.1.4 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

(Begins in grade 3) 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers use the writing process to improve text?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                                                                      

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 

Anchor Standard 5: Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

Standard: W.1.5 

Vocabulary: revise, edit/proofread, rubric 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

5. With guidance and 
support from adults, focus 
on a topic, respond to 
questions and suggestions 
from peers, and add details 
to strengthen writing as 
needed. 
 

 Revise writing based on 
teacher or student 
suggestions 

 Add details to writing as 
needed 

 Provide a model paragraph with effective 
supporting details 

 Mini lesson on revising/editing  

 Use rubric 
 

 

 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers use technology to facilitate writing and collaboration?  

21st Century Skill: Information Literacy, Communication and Collaboration  

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Production and Distribution of Text 

Anchor Standard 6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

Standard: W.1.6 

Vocabulary: mouse, icon, publish, collaborate 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

6.  With guidance and 
support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to 
produce and publish writing, 
including in collaboration 
with peers. 

 Use technology to record 
and organize information 

 With guidance, use 
technology to publish 
writing in a variety of 
formats (blogs, wikis, web 
pages, etc.)  

 Collaborate with others 
 
 

 Use computer lab 

 Review mouse and introduce keyboarding 
skills 

 Introduce cooperative learning writing 
activity 

 Introduce different ways to publish text (i.e. 
teacher webpage, podcast, print and 
display) 
 

 

 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers conduct research to demonstrate understanding of a subject?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                     

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  

Anchor Standard 7: Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 

Standard: W.1.7 

Vocabulary: “how to” book, sequence, topic, collaborate 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

7. Participate in shared 
research and writing 
projects (e.g., explore a 
number of “how-to” books 
on a given topic and use 
them to write a sequence of 
instructions). 

 Explore subject using various 
sources  

 Identify important information 

 Organize information 

 Collaboratively draft research 
writing project  

 Use sequence words in writing 
 

 Introduce “how to” books and other 
informational texts 

 Conduct mini lesson on organizing details 

 Use graphic organizers 

 Show models of correct and incorrect 
sequencing 

 Create word wall (i.e. sequence words) 

 

 
 
 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers evaluate and use sources?   

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Information Literacy                                                                                                                               

Writing 

CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  

Anchor Standard 8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and 
integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

Standard: W.1.8 

Vocabulary: source, research 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

8. With guidance and 
support from adults, recall 
information from 
experiences or gather 
information from provided 
sources to answer a 
question. 

 Access prior knowledge to 
answer questions  

 Answer questions by 
referring to information 
from a given source 

 Provide multiple sources on topics  

 Model how to use sources to answer 
questions 

 

 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do writers apply evidence from text to support conclusions?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  

Anchor Standard 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

Standard: W.1.9 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

(Begins in Grade 4)    

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do writers successfully create text based upon the established time frame, task, purpose and audience? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving                                           

Writing  

CCR Anchor Standard: Research and Build Present Knowledge  

Anchor Standard 10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

Standard: W.1.10 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

(Begins in Grade 3)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1 
Speaking and Listening 

 
Essential Question(s): How do students express thoughts and ideas in an effective manner?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                            

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Comprehension and Collaboration  

Anchor Standard 1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ 
ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

Standard: SL.2.1 

Vocabulary: discussion, on topic,  confuse, speak clearly, speaker, listener 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.. 

a. Follow agreed-upon rules 
for discussions (e.g., 
listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time 
about the topics and texts 
under discussion). 

 Follow determined rules 
during class discussions  
 

 Establish rules for discussions, including 
active listening, turn taking, respecting 
opinion  (i.e. create classroom rule chart) 

 Model rules 

 Practice large/ small discussion role playing 

 

b. Build on others’ talk in 
conversations by 
responding to the 
comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 
 

 Contribute to the 
classroom conversations  
by active listening, asking 
questions, and linking 
comments within the 
discussion   

 Demonstrate ability to stay 
on topic 

 Introduce how to stay on topic during 
conversation  

 Model “speaker/ listener” with discussion 

 Pose questions 

 Discourage repetition 

 Encourage staying on topic 
 

 

c. Ask questions to clear up 
any confusion about the 
topics and texts under 
discussion. 
 

 Ask questions to clarify 
discussion topics during 
classroom conversation 

 Introduce appropriate techniques for further 
explanation model techniques 

 Practice large/ small group discussions 

 Encourage further explanation to stay on 
topic 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do readers use information presented in diverse formats to determine main ideas and supporting details? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Comprehension and Collaboration  

Anchor Standard 2: Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

Standard: SL.1.2 

Vocabulary: main idea, summarize, listening , key details 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

2. Ask and answer 
questions about key details 
in a text read aloud or 
information presented orally 
or through other media. 

 Identify main idea 

 Identify key details 

 Ask and answer discussion 
questions 

 Summarize information 
 
 

 Read a text aloud,  provide information 
orally, or through other media (i.e. Brain 
Pop Jr. video) 

 Review active listening techniques 

 Model how to ask and answer questions 
about key details 

 Have students orally summarize information 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do listeners evaluate speakers?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Comprehension and Collaboration  

Anchor Standard 3: Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric. 

Standard: SL.1.3 

Vocabulary: active listening, effective questioning 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

3. Ask and answer 
questions about what a 
speaker says in order to 
gather additional 
information or clarify 
something that is not 
understood. 
 

 Ask questions to clarify 
discussion topics during 
classroom conversation  

 Answer questions to add 
information during 
classroom conversation 
 

 Review active listening techniques 

 Teach effective questioning techniques  

 Review question words 

 Model questions 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do speakers vary their presentation of information dependent upon the established task, purpose and audience? 

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, 
development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Standard: SL.1.4 

Vocabulary:, public speaking skills 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

4. Describe people, places, 
things, and events with 
relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly. 

 Present information using 
relevant details 

 Express ideas and feelings 
clearly 

 Introduce public speaking skills (i.e. 
standing tall, classroom voice, eye contact, 
etc.) 

 Model public speaking skills 

 Provide opportunities for students to 
practice (i.e. have students practice with 
partners) 

 

 
Essential Question(s): How do students enhance a presentation?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 5: Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of 
presentations. 

Standard: SL.1.5 

Vocabulary:  public speaking, visual displays 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

5. Add drawings or other 
visual displays to 
descriptions when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 
 

 Utilize visual displays to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings during public 
speaking 

 Provide examples of visual displays (i.e. 
original artwork, photographs, posters, 
magazine collages, books, objects, etc.) 

 Model appropriate usage of visual displays 
during public speaking 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate command of formal English?  

 21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     

Speaking and Listening  

CCR Anchor Standard: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  

Anchor Standard 6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate 

Standard: SL.1.6 

Vocabulary: complete sentence 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

6. Produce complete 
sentences when appropriate 
to task and situation. 

 Speak in complete 
sentences 
 

 Observe, model and correct students’ use 
of language when appropriate 

 Model the use of complete sentences 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Language Arts Curriculum: Grade 1 
Language 

Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English to convey a message?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   

Anchor Standard 1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

Standard: L.1.1 

Vocabulary: capital and lower case, nouns, verbs, adjectives, sentences, pronouns, punctuation 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Print all upper- and 
lowercase letters. 

 Print capital/lower case letter  Model penmanship 

 Provide written practice 

 

b. Use common, proper, and 
possessive nouns. 

 Distinguish between 
common/proper 

 Identify possessive nouns 

 Follow grammar rules 

 Teach grammar rules for common, proper, and 
possessive nouns 

 Provide oral/written practice (i.e., identify 
nouns) 

 

c. Use singular and plural 
nouns with matching verbs in 
basic sentences (e.g., He 
hops; We hop). 

 Use correct subject/verb 
agreement 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice  
 

 

d. Use personal, possessive, 
and indefinite pronouns (e.g., I, 
me, my; they, them, their, 
anyone, everything). 

 Use correct personal, possessive 
and indefinite pronouns 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice  
 

 

e. Use verbs to convey a 
sense of past, present, and 
future (e.g., Yesterday I 
walked home; Today I walk 
home; Tomorrow I will walk 
home). 

 Use correct verb forms to convey 
past, present, and future. 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples  

 Oral/ written practice   

 

f. Use frequently occurring 
adjectives. 

 Use adjectives (size, shape, color, 
number, etc.) 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice  

 

g. Use frequently occurring 
conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, 
so, because). 

 Use conjunctions to connect two 
simple sentences or ideas 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice 

 

h. Use determiners (e.g., 
articles, demonstratives). 

 Use determiners correctly  Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice 

 



i. Use frequently occurring 
prepositions (e.g., during, 
beyond, toward). 

 Use prepositions correctly  Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice 

 

j. Produce and expand 
complete simple and 
compound declarative, 
interrogative, imperative, and 
exclamatory sentences in 
response to prompts. 

 Distinguish between declarative, 
interrogative, imperative, and 
exclamatory sentences.  

 Use learned parts of speech to 
expand sentences orally and in 
writing.  

 Produce different types of 
sentences in response to prompts. 

 Teach grammar rules 

 Provide examples 

 Provide oral and written  practice 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do students effectively use the convections of standard English mechanics to convey a message?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Convections of Standard English   

Anchor Standard 2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

Standard: L.1.2 

Vocabulary: capitalization, proper nouns, common nouns, dates, months, commas, end punctuation  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Capitalize dates and 
names of people. 

 Use correct capitalization for 
dates and names of people 

 Teach the capitalization rules for dates 
and names of people 

 Provide examples 

 Provide written  practice 

 

b. Use end punctuation for 
sentences. 

 Use end punctuation for 
sentences 

 Teach end punctuation for sentences 

 Provide examples 

 Provide written practice 

 

c. Use commas in dates 
and to separate single 
words in a series. 

 Use commas in dates and to 
separate single words in a 
series 

 Introduce rules for commas in date/ words 
in a series  

 Provide examples 

 Provide written practice  

 

d. Use conventional spelling 
for words with common 
spelling patterns and for 
frequently occurring 
irregular words. 

 Use common spelling 
patterns  

 Use correct spelling for 
frequently occurring irregular 
words 

 Provide rhyming/ word family examples to 
build lists for spelling words 

 Create charts for irregular words 

 

e. Spell untaught words 
phonetically, drawing on 
phonemic awareness and 
spelling conventions. 

 Use phonemic awareness 
and spelling conventions to 
spell unfamiliar words 

 Review all sounds, blends, families, and 
rules to spell phonetically 

  Provide written practice 

 

 
 

Essential Question(s): How do students use their knowledge of language to communicate effectively and increase understanding?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Knowledge of Language    

Anchor Standard 3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening 

Standard: L.1.3 

Vocabulary:  

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

3. (Begins in grade 2)    



 

Essential Question(s): How do students use context clues and word parts to clarify the meaning of unknown words?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                     

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     

Anchor Standard 4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, analyzing 
meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

Standard: L.1.4 

Vocabulary:  prefix, suffix, affix, context clues, root word 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from an array of strategies 

a. Use sentence-level 
context as a clue to the 
meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

 Identify context clues in text 
 

 Introduce context clue strategies 
      - make a list of strategies 

 Provide examples  

 Provide practice 

 

b. Use frequently occurring 
affixes as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 

 Identify common prefixes and 
their meanings.  

 Identify common suffixes and 
their meanings.  

 Explain the meaning of words 
with common prefixes and 
suffixes.  

 Introduce prefixes and suffixes 

 Explain how addition of a prefix/ suffix 
affects the meaning of a known word 

 Teach common meaning of affixes  

 Provide written practice: affixes 

 Provide written practice: determine new 
words 
 

 

c. Identify frequently 
occurring root words (e.g., 
look) and their inflectional 
forms (e.g., looks, looked, 
looking). 

 Identify and define root words.  

 Identify inflectional endings 
(e.g., s, es, ing) and their effect 
on word meaning.  

 Use root words and their 
inflectional endings correctly 
when speaking and writing 

 Introduce root words 

 Review inflectional endings 

 Provide written practice 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do students demonstrate their understanding of word meaning when making connections between related words?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     

Anchor Standard 5: Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

Standard: L.1.5 

Vocabulary: N/A 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

5. With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships and nuances in word meanings. 

a. Sort words into 
categories (e.g., colors, 
clothing) to gain a sense of 
the concepts the categories 
represent. 

 Identify commonalities and 
underlining concepts among 
groups of words.  

 Sort words into categories 

 Create categories for sorting 

 Use graphic organizers for categories 
 

 

b. Define words by category 
and by one or more key 
attributes (e.g., a duck is a 
bird that swims; a tiger is a 
large cat with stripes). 

 Discuss key attributes of words 
to identify a category.  

 Use common attributes to 
determine the meaning of words.  
 

 Teach definitions of words by 
categories 

 Have students play categorical games 
 

 

c. Identify real-life 
connections between words 
and their use (e.g., note 
places at home that are 
cozy). 

 Access and connect to prior 
knowledge and experiences to 
make connections to words for 
meaning and application in real 
life.  

 Provide opportunities for students to 
demonstrate understanding of word 
meaning by applying knowledge of its 
definition to real life 

 

d. Distinguish shades of 
meaning among verbs 
differing in manner (e.g., 
look, peek, glance, stare, 
glare, scowl) and adjectives 
differing in intensity (e.g., 
large, gigantic) by defining 
or choosing them or by 
acting out the meanings. 

 Discuss and act out a variety of 
verbs that have similar 
meanings.  

 Identify synonyms for verbs and 
adjectives.  

 Use context clues to distinguish 
intensity (nuances) of meaning 
among synonyms.  
 

 Teach how word use can vary 
dependent upon context and intention  

 Determine which words are most 
accurate according to the context 

 Demonstrate different degrees of 
action (e.g., the differences between 
tossing, hurling, and throwing a ball.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Essential Question(s): How do students apply their knowledge of the English language to communicate most effectively?  

21st Century Skill: Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Communication and Collaboration                                                                                      

Language  

CCR Anchor Standard: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use     

Anchor Standard 6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering 
an unknown term important to comprehension or expression. 

Standard: L.1.6 

Vocabulary: N/A 

Grade Specific Standard Skills Procedures and Examples  

6. Use words and phrases 
acquired through 
conversations, reading and 
being read to, and 
responding to texts, 
including using frequently 
occurring conjunctions to 
signal simple relationships 
(e.g., because). 

 Use grade appropriate 
language and vocabulary 
at a level of proficiency  

 Use standard English to 
communicate effectively 

 Provide strategies and examples of using 
standard English 

 Provide speaking and writing opportunities 
during which students can strengthen 
command of standard English  

 

 

 


